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The health of the Chesapeake Bay is a complex issue with many co-dependent inputs, outflows and
processes occurring that must be completely understood in order to avoid unintended consequences
from further regulation. | am representing the Homebuilders Association of Delaware today as a Board
Member at the State and National level as well as a member of the National Environmental Issues
Committee. | am also a scientist with a Master’s degree in Biology and over twenty years of experience
in the environmental sciences.

Over the last twenty years, Builders, Developers, Engineers, Architects and Designers have steadily
increased the environmental quality of their projects, especially with regard to environmental
sensitivity, most notably land use cover, historic and endangered resources, floodplain, wetlands,
riparian buffers, as well as for storm water, in both quantity and quality control, as well as for
enhanced sediment and erosion control. All of these elements have been heavily regulated at the
Federal, State and local level for decades. The scope of these regulations as well as our collective
deeper understanding due to better science and a general concern for our environment have steadily
increased.

Today, new development in and surrounding the Bay watershed is already mandated to implement
their projects in accordance with existing laws and regulations to address or encompass the previously
mentioned items which already include state-of-the-art storm water management facilities and
practices. It must be acknowledged that there is no other group of stakeholders doing more at the
present time to protect water quality in the watershed and achieve compliance with said laws and

regulations.
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